
Mrs. Risnes’  PM Class’ October 2019 News

Dates to Remember

Oct. 11th - Book Order due

Oct. 14th - Visit Fire Station: Bring your  

	 child	to	the	fire	s
tation	at	12:15

Oct	15th	-	Tuition
	due

Oct. 17-18 - NO SCHOOL - MEA

Oct.	22	-	Back	to	
School	Night

	 6:30	-	7:15pm

About this month
As we start October we will enjoy the fall weather and play 
outside as much as we can.  Remember to dress your child 
for the weather, including warm jackets, hats and gloves (or 
mittens) on chilly days.  The wind can be especially cold out 
in the open area.  

Back to School Night
On Tues. Oct 22nd we will host a Back to School Night in 
our classroom.  Parents can come to see what a shortened 
version of our school day looks like.  

This is not a class day, you will just come from 
6:30-7:15pm. Due to large classes and a lot to do in such 
a short time, we ask that only parents accompany their 
preschooler to this open house. 

Remember to check our website for more information.
www.communitypreschoolalexandria.com

          Like us on facebook.  
          www.facebook.com/communitypreschoolalexandria

Coat	Flip
If your child has come home talking about 
the “coat flip”, here’s an explanation to 
help you. This is what we teach them so 
that they are able to get ready themselves.  
First make sure your sleeves are pulled 
right-side out. Then lay your coat on the 
floor. We tell them to “stand by the hood” 
(or “toes by the tag” if you don’t have a 
hood).  Then bend over putting your arms 
in the arm holes.  Push your arms in as you 
lift your coat over your head.  Magically, it is 
on right and just needs zipping.  We hope 
this makes getting out of the house easier 
for you, too! 

Fire Station Visit
We will be taking a fieldtrip to the Fire Station on Monday, 
Oct. 14th. Instead of coming to school, please bring your 
child to the fire station at 12:15pm. We will be getting a 
Rainbow Rider to bring us back to school.  Pick up at the 
end of the day will be just like normal.  If parents would like 
to stay for the fire station field trip, we anticipate it lasting 
about an hour.  

Musikgarten
We have begun Musikgarten classes this 
month.  Leila Preston will come on Wednesdays 
for half an hour.  She will introduce rhythms, 
tones, songs, and movement.  

What	is	process	art?	 
At Community Preschool we prefer to do process art 
activities.  What does this mean?  Process art is about the 
making of the project not the final result. Sometimes is 
means what your child brings home isn’t very “pretty” but 
they had a blast making it.  Other times there is nothing that 
comes home because we made a class project that day.

We encourage creativity and offer children supplies to use to make original ideas come to life.  We offer a variety 
of experiences with different items to paint with (other than brushes),  and want them to try things they may not 
have had opportunity to do previously.  This may include making collages, painting at an easel, fingerpainting, 
and using music and books as inspiration. 

When I plan a project that I consider a “craft”, one with a planned outcome, (i.e. we are making penguins today)...I 
am doing the project to see what skills students have and what they might need help with.  For instance, I see 
who may need extra help when scissors are involved in an activity.  I watch for strength in holding crayons or 
pencils and the firmness of the coloring or drawing.  We do not tell children where to put eyes on a project or 
how it “has to” look.  We give guidance if they want to learn how to draw something, and encourage their ideas.  
Children are so imaginative, we want to give them every opportunity to create whether it be with art supplies, play 
dough, or blocks and Lego. 


